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  v iews and screening

lush out look f rom hotel 
rooms,  exper ience of  a 

canopy f rom above

te l ls  a s tory 

connect to her i tage, 
busby’s  bore + brewery,  the 
auditor ium, and project ions 

of  l ight  + fantasy 

provide out look and access 

invert  the re lat ionship between 
inter ior  and exter ior

in t r igue 

gl impses of  an internal  forest 
f rom the st reet  + lobby

project ions 
of  fantasy

busby’s 
bore

st reet lobby

hotel

bar

hotel

lobby

The Former Greek Orthodox Centre at  the corner  of  Oxford and South Dowl ing St reet i s  set  for 

redevelopment as a mult iuse faci l i ty  wi th a hotel ,  health and medical  faci l i t ies .

The archi tectural  proposal  p laces an open-ai r  courtyard at  the centre of  the development,  g iv ing hotel 

rooms a green out look to the south,  whi le int imately pos i t ioning the courtyard with in the publ ic l i fe of 

the bui ld ing-  the hotel  lobby,  restaurant and café.   P lacing ci rculat ion and outdoor d in ing around the 

per imeter  of  th i s  garden.  

The dis t inguish ing qual i ty  of  the garden i s  i t s  topographic foundat ion,  a fo ld ing ground l ine that l inks 

the ground f loor  with the mult ipurpose venue and events  space at  basement level  01,  where the garden 

forms a green focus to the entry and venue spaces.   The s loping ground l ine f i l ter ing natural  l ight  into 

the basement rooms and al luding to the cinema auditor iums that previous enl ivened th is  bui ld ing.   The 

raked seat ing and i l luminated project ions recal l  the h is tory of  the s i te in  th i s  re interpreted landscape.

The s i te support’s  an increase in t ree canopy dens i ty  f rom ex is t ing,  propos ing a min imum of  5 new t rees 

to compensate for  the 2 removed. I t ’ s  unl ike ly  that the replacement t rees wi l l  provide 15% canopy cover 

(of  the total  s i te area) with in 10 years  of  the complet ion of  the development as space with in the internal 

courtyard i s  l imi ted.  There i s  a lso a requi rement to l imit  overshadowing to the neighbour ing propert ies  so 

replacement t rees have not been proposed on the on level  01 garden.  Overal l  the proposal  increases 

landscape amenity to the development with both t ree canopy and ground plant ing. 

D E V E L O P M E N T  S T R A T E G Y

G A R D E N  &  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  O F  B U S B Y ’ S  B O R E L E V E L  0 1  G A R D E N

L E V E L  0 3  B A L C O N I E S

F O O T P A T H  U P G R A D E S

The garden i s  essent ia l ly  a v iewing garden,  seen f rom both lower and upper levels  of  the bui ld ing.   An 

int imately scaled sta i r  i s  set  on the northern edge provid ing a discrete path been the lower level  venue 

space, café,  restaurant and hotel .   Holding the edge of  the garden rather  than div id ing i t .  Making th is 

verdant space more expans ive and affect ing.  

A water  bas in i s  set  at  the toe of  the bank express ing the l ine of  Busby’s  Bore which crosses below the 

bui ld ing.   The water  sur face ref ract ing l ight  into the courtyard and adjoin ing rooms.   A smal l  ter race 

extends f rom the inter ior  over  the edge of  the water  drawing people into th i s  atmospher ic space.

A s imple palette of  shade lov ing plant  species wi l l  set  the ground l ine with an informal  grove of  open 

canopy t rees drawing the garden upward.   P lant ings wi l l  be i r r igated us ing recycled ra inwater  with a 

potable top up connect ion. 

The external  garden at  level  01 forms a green roof  above the basement level  venue space.  I t  s i t s  outs ide 

the rear  façade of  the bui ld ing occupying a now obsolete serv ice lane and f i re egress  path between the 

bui ld ing and neighbour ing ter races.  

The level  of  the planter  mediates the fa l l  l ine of  th i s  space and provides a garden and landscape buffer 

between the two bui ld ing scales-  the two storey ter races and four  s torey her i tage façade.

Th is  i s  a south facing,  shaded pos i t ion,  so plant ing wi l l  respond to th i s  condit ion us ing local  and exot ic 

ra inforest  species.   P lant ings wi l l  be i r r igated us ing recycled ra inwater  with a potable top up connect ion. 

Balconies  to hotel  rooms at  level  03,  which are coincident with the height  of  the parapet of  the her i tage 

bui ld ing,  are wider  and open to the sky.   These balconies wi l l  have a cont inuous per imeter  p lanter  bed 

giv ing a verdant out look and special  qual i ty  to these north facing rooms.   P lant ings wi l l  be connected to 

the recycled i r r igat ion system.

As part  of  the redevelopment the per imeter  footpaths wi l l  be upgraded to meet the City  of  Sydney 

Neighbour hood Centre Codes.   New plane t rees wi l l  cont inue the pattern of  s t reet  p lant ings a long Oxford 

St reet,  whi le both st reets  wi l l  be upgraded with new stone kerbs,  concrete uni t  pavers  and City l ight  poles 

and furn ish ings.  

An ex is t ing st reet  t ree i s  proposed for  removal  on South Dowl ing St reet to provide a vehicular  layback and 

access  to the waste col lect ion and a loading bay at  basement level  02.  
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KEY



24 stairs @ xxmm
risers

height 3950mm 

SRV TRUCK LIFT
25.90 m2

+
 R

L 43.505

+ RL 47.455

+ RL 47.455 + RL 47.455

+ RL 47.155

+ RL 46.890

+ RL 47.455

+ RL 47.455

+ RL 47.890

01
D

A
-0

6
01

D
A

-0
6

01
DA-07

01
DA-07

proposed street tree
porous pavement infill terrabond or similar. 

existing asphalt
+ concrete kerb

awning above

proposed COS concrete unit paving 
and bluestone kerb

O X F O R D    S T R E E T

S O
 U

 T H
    D

 O
 W

 L I N
 G

   S T R E E T

H O T E L 
E N T R Y

H O T E L
A C E S S I B L E    E N T R Y

R E S T A U R A N T
 E N T R I E S V E N U E

 E N T R Y

S T    V I N C E N T
 E N T R Y

R E S T A U R A N T

C A F E

K I  T C H E N

V E N U E
F O Y E R

S T . V I N C E N T
F O Y E R

approx location of busby's bore 
vertical shaft no 5

existing Harpephyllum caffrum
tree to be removed

- refer arborist report

terrace seating

basement paving below

busby's bore interpretation 

garden stairs 

courtyard tree planting 

courtyard mass planting 

T O I L E T S

upgraded street light

existing Platanus × acerifolia street tree
- refer arborist report

existing asphalt
+ concrete kerb

existing Platanus × acerifolia street tree
- refer arborist report

existing Platanus × acerifolia to be removed
- refer arborist report

proposed vehicular crossover

maintenance access
to level 01 planter bed

existing palms

0 1 2 3 4 5 M

existing pavers

existing Celtis sinensis
tree to be removed

- refer arborist report
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DA-1
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existing street + garden trees

proposed courtyard tree

proposed COS concrete unit 
paving and bluestone kerb

existing asphalt + concrete kerb

porous pavement infill terrabond or similar

proposed Celtis australis 
street tree

existing tree to be removed
- refer aborist report

terrace paving

garden stairs to basement

busby's bore interpretation

courtyard garden
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min soil depth 600mm
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tree to be removed
- refer arborist report 
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existing street + garden trees

proposed courtyard tree

proposed COS concrete unit 
paving and bluestone kerb

existing asphalt + concrete kerb

porous pavement infill terrabond or similar

proposed Celtis australis 
street tree

existing tree to be removed
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Peninsula Residence. California USA - Andrea Cochran

Stronghold Grebbeberg, Netherlands - Michael van GesselABC building Seoul, Korea - 
WISE architecture

Art House Project “Kadoya” - Tatsuo Miyajima

The mirror houses - Peter PichlerThe pixel house. Korea
- Mass Studies + Slade Architecture

Education Center, Nyanza. Kenya 
- Dominikus Stark Architure

In The Shadows  - Janet Laurence 

C O U R T Y A R D  P R E C E D E N T S  +  M A T E R I A L I T Y

B U S B Y ’ S  B O R E  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N




